Periprosthetic aseptic osteolysis in total ankle replacement: cause and management.
Osteolysis is the loss of bone secondary to a pathologic process and remains the most common cause of failure of total ankle replacement. Friction at the bearing surface results in the generation of abraded wear debris of polyethylene. These activate a biologic cascade that may result in significant bone loss and subsequent loss of fixation of the prosthesis. Revision surgery must address this loss of bone and may be achieved through either bone grafting or use of appropriate revision prosthesis components.